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Dear Parents, 
This time last year I started our first newslett~r with, 'Well the weather may be cold, wet and grey, but it cannot cnmpete with the 
warmth and smiles of the children! How quickly they are settling in.' I am thrilled that, once again, the new children are settling in well 
and have nol brgotfen all the preparation they had at playgroup, but it is such a shame about the weather! May l extend a werm 
welcome to everyone - returning and new families. 

There is atways a lot of information to pass on at this time of year. The first section of this letter is not supposed to sound like a 'nanny 
state' but it is important to remind parents af our key prmedures and safety issues. The secand session is current news. 

IMPORTANT PROCEDURES 

lease remember that, whenever possible, we send school Fs lmers out on Tuesdays and Thursdays and P.T.A. letters 
on Wednesdays. Although ironically this one breaks the rules 
because there was so much going out yesterday! We do this 
so to try and help parenls - so they know to ask their 
child(ren) whether or not they have a Ietter on these days. 
Frisking them and checkmg their bookbags is highly 
rscommended! Newsletters will be on yellow paper so that 
they stand out. PTA letters generally go out on pink paper. 

Arrival times 

P Lease can L remind p m t s  that children are nut supervised 
by staff until 8.40am and should not be in school until 

then. Mornings are a very busy lime in schools, wit& many 
teachers prep* work, catching up with colleagues and 
h g  important telephone calls. Ihat, and the design of tbe 
buildmg, means that it would be all too easy for an injured 
child to go m-noticeb until the duty person went out at 
8.40am. Please help us with this. Please alsn be prompt in 
collecting your child ai 3pm. 

welcome ta stay in the wvered shelter area on their 
playgnund miJ 8.50am when your child should go swaight to 
class. 

This is a specific plea to parents of pre-schoolers. As a school, 
we have Jwajs  welcomd parents onto h e  tup uf the 
plavputid at h e  bzgiuuitie and end of the day. The 
expectation is, however, that prc-school children will stay 
under close parental supervision. We are experiencing an 
increasd number of incidents where parents are so involved 
in their conversations that their young children are wondering 
out of sight and climbing fences and walls, playing wilhin 
inappropri~ areas, running in and out of school andlar other 
r i ~ k  aciivities. 

Pavement Safetg 

0 nce again I need to ask some parents to make more of an 
cffort to keep the pavemenh as clear crs possible at 

hometime. Please can infant parents wait at the top of the 
infant playground and those waiting at the junior end at the 
top of the drive, inside the gates. There still seem to be a 
smail number of parents who are so caught up in their chats 

a child was seen but has not come into scht*l to reg&ter! 

Once children are in shoo1 grounds, they should not leave 
again unless with a parent. If t h q  are suddenly poorly, p l e w  
let the office know as we do not waut to be panicking because 

Please can we ask parents to make s~m that they collect their 
children on time at the end of the scbool day and after clubs? 
If an emergency arises, please m to call school. Children who 
are expecting to be picked up by ?,pnrwts. bul whose parents 
are late, should return to the main entrance (or gtay with the 
club leader) and should nut wait on the roadside where they 
are vuherable. We also ask that parents who see &er 
people's children waiting do not take them home, unless by 
prior arrangement, as this can cause a lot of distress when the 
parent turns up and they are not here. Parents are also asked to 
let the school know if another parentladult is collecting their 
chiId. We have had a couple of occasions when we have been 
close to calling the police because someone has kindly taken a 
child h e  and we were unaware. 

that they are oblivious to the children trying to gct by. 
Children arc having to step round parents and into the road. 
This is unacceptable. Please look after all of our children. 

G etting and explaining the right balance for this is tricky. 
We do understand that there will be tines when you need 

to discuss something with a teacher. Parents of infant 
childrcn havc cavicr access as they can catch their child(r~w)'s 
teachers on the play~mund heforc school and after schml. 
Parents recognise that as their children get older, they should 
take increasing responsibility fur delivering messages or 
sorting orgaaisatlonal i s s w  out. However, there will gill be 
times when it is a more serious or sensitive issue and a parent 
needs to speak directly to n teacher. We r e s p e d d y  ask that 
parents do this through the school office and not wander in 
through the side access donrs beforelaRer school. This is 
not about denying access, but simple safely and organisation. 
Teachers often have other appoinments parents, de-briehg 
with teachinp, assistants, s t d T  mining and vjsitors in school. 

On wet mornings Ohe schoul will be open from 8.40am. so 
that the children can go straight to the school hall (nowhere 
else please!) The duty staff hill look after them until the start 
of school. Please note thai here is not enough room for 
adults. If yrlu wish to stay with your child(ren), then you are 

No-one would just take it upon them$elves to walk into their 
doctor's roum unannounced! Tf  the teacher is available and il 
i s  out of  school teaching hours you will k let through to see 
them, but please check fist. For .safety rcasons we have 
reminded the children not to open the external doors to any 
visitors, even hose they howr. PI- do not expect them 10. 
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ucy, our new School Cook, her team and Mrs Foley in the 
School Office have ~sked me to remind parents of the 

following points: .. -- - 

Parents can pay for meals through tbe ParentYay system. We 
are aware that not every parent hw intwoet access and many 
do not wish to w e  this methd.aud, therefore, we w i l l  still 
accept correct cash OT chequc~ - made payable to 
'Gloucestersblre County Council'. Farents must understand 
that to make this workable they must keep to the following 
rules: 

The minimum amount for cheques i s  f I 0. 
All carhl chequcs must be ia an envelope marked with the 
chld's name. class and days on which they are having 
dinnet - loose money cannot be accepted. 
Money tuwt come in ou a Monday (whenever possible). 
Somc parents will have to get more organised and decide 
which days their child is having a lunch at the start of the 
week! We will do nur best to mpe with any emergency 
situations that crop up during the ctlurvu of a week, even if 
your child decides at the last minute that they want a dinner, 
but ask that parents make every effort to keep these to a 
minimum. 
Thc 'no debt' policy adopted by the calerers meam that 
school would be liable to pay for any dinners taken. WC will 
do our best to support M i e s  but you must repod tn the 
office if you have to order a h e r  and you ate unable to 
pay for it. Ifhthii  is the case you must settle the debt by the 
end of that week. 

NB: Mrs Foley will not have the time to chase people for 
money, persistent offendem will lose their right to pay through 
the School Office! 

If you are a family on low income, then you may be entitled 
to fiee school meals. Please mIk to Mrs Foley if you require 
any further information. Free dinners are exactly the m e  
as paid meals and the children are none h e  wiser un who 
has paid and who has not. If  you are entitled, p lese  
consider this as an option - even if your child only has a hat 
meal once in a while! 

If your child has not cried dinners, why not give them a go? 
The menu is constaotly changed and is very varied. Our 
catering staff work v c y  hard to provide fresh, attractive and 
tasty rood. They really are very tasty. We are so proud of 
them that we will be offering taster sessions for parents later 
in the term! 

Attendance/ Lateness 
here is increasing pressure on school heads to not only 

T r e h r e   holiday^ taken in term time (unless in wry 
exceptional circumstances), but tn also we fixed penalties 
whzu children are ahent without acceptable reason. There 
will a separate letter to parents soon which explains t h i s .  In 
the meantime, if you are planning a holiday, please think my 
hard about when y w  take it. Lf your child is poorly, please 
telephone the school to let us know. 

Our Educatiunal Welfare Officer @WO) is required to mllect 
lateness statistics regularly now. As a resull we are tightening 
up the system to mure that it is fair. Most parents are very 
good at sending their children in though the school office if 
they arrive after the chddren have left the playground, but 
some children try to enter the building throupb the junior end. 
After 8.55am all junior children should go thm* the k h o ~ l  
Oflice - parents should accompany them to sign the Late 

Book. Infants may also enter this way (if their door is closed) 
but hey m wt cot~videred l& until 9.05am. Persistent 
offenders will be fullowed up. 

Academic dates 

A longside this newsletter there is also a new copy of this 
year's term dates. Plese note that it has a pubbliction 

date on it. We always tty not tu make any changes to dates 
once B e y  m first given out, but sometimes it is unavoidable. 
If new term dates are issued at a Iater time, please keep the 
one with latest publication date! 

PE Kits 

P lease remember to ensure that your child's PE kit i s  in 
school at all times. It should consist of plain white/ list 

blue t-shirt, dark shorts and .daps/trainm. Please also 
remember that jewellery should not be w o m  If your child has 
pierced ears and cannot take their studs out, then medical tape 
will have to be applied to them. 
Hair that is longer han collar length should be tied back. This 
is from a safety point of view and because it may reduce the 
spread of headlice. Last term some children with longer hair 
triallcd h e  wearing or headscarves. The parents involved 
reported severely reduced incidences of  headlicc. This may or 
may not be connected! I am happy to extend this practice, but 
ask that headscarves (not bandanas) are worn and that they are 
plain blue or black. 

Medical Issues/ Emergency Forms 

P lease remember to keep your child's emergency form up- 
to-dale. This includes if you change contact or mobile 

numbers, if their medical status c h g s  etc. Aslhmatic 
children must have tbeir named inhalers in school at a1 l times. 
Please check that they are in date and not empty. If  they do 
not need an inhaler, please make it clear on the emergencq 
form by writing 'no inhaler required' or your child may miss 
out on activities because they are recorded as asthmatic but do 
not have an inhaler with them! Data collection forms for each 
child will go out later this month for you to ~ e a d  and amend if 
necessary. 

Please can we remind parents that we do have children with 
nut allergies in school which are potentially fatal. AIthough 
staff are trained to deal with such emergencies, prevention is 
always better than cure. Parents arc very good at avoiding 
products made from nuts but please be as aware as possible 
about prcducts  id^ less obvious nut content. 

Fruit Snacks 
lease remember that we have a h i t  and vegetable policy 

Pfor morning breaktie suneks. The iuhots are provided 
with h i t  through !he Govemrr~er~ls 'Fruit for Schools' 
campaign, bul thcre i s  no s w h  funding for junior children. If 
children require h i t  please provide them with wmething that 
they can eat easily - this does not include sugary h i t  strings 
etc! 

Swine Flu 
g u i h ~ c e  has not chmg~d since the last (July) update 

sent out to parents. I have artached a copy for new 
reception parents and spare copies are available in &e main 
entrance. 
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